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Objectives:
e To introduce the students to advanced areas of research in Archaeology.

e To make the students competent in literature collection pertaining to his/her

study area.
e To make the student do independent field work and data collection.

e To prepare the student for understanding analysis with the help sophisticated

instruments.

e To prepare the students to undertake serious research and train the students in

better scientific communication.

Structure of the Programme

Semester No Course code Name of the course Number of credits
ARC-711 Principles and methods in
I Archaeology 4
ARC-712 Research methodology 4
ARC-713 Archaeology of Kerala
II ARC-721 Dissertation 20
Total Credits 32




SYLLABUS FOR M.PHIL. PROGRAMME IN ARCHAEOLOGY

Semester :1

Course code : ARC-711

Course title :Principles and Methods in Archaeology
Credits 14

AIM: To familiarize students with the concept of Archaeology and also to acquainted with
the principles and methods within the subject. It is also aimed to expose students to areas of
in-depth understanding of different methodologies, especially in data collection, recording

and the reconstruction of the past.

OBJECTIVES: The course will consist of lectures and related activities that will help developing good
understanding of the different methodologies in the subject. To familiarize the advanced techniques of
exploration and excavations, post excavation analyses and interpretation of data and to learn how to

prepare the reports.

Module I
Archaeology: its definition, aim and scope

Development of archaeology into a scientific discipline

Module II
Development of field archaeology

Module III
Exploration and excavation methods

Module IV

Archaeological data-retrieval, recording and reconstruction of past

Module V
Dating methods a) Relative b) Absolute

New and Post- Processual Archaeology
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Semester H |

Course code : ARC-712

Course title : Research Methodology
Credits 1 4

AIM: To expose students to areas of creative thinking and critical reasoning which are
relevant to his/her area of research and introduce the student to current research
issues and processes. After completing this course the student is expected to be
competent in data collection, critical analysis of problems and communication of
his/her observations and findings in a report.



OBJECTIVES: The course will consists of lectures and related activities that will help
in developing good understanding of the methods of research and management. This

should help in critical thinking, formulation of hypothesis, design of experiments and

better scientific communication.

Module I

Importance of research methodology

Module 11

Scientific methods in archaeology

Module IIT

Major concepts of philosophy of science used in research methodology

Formulation of research problem/ research design

Sources-primary and secondary

Module IV

Methods of field data collection and its analysis

Review of literature

Designing of study

Module V

Thesis writing/presentation of data; principles, referencing methods, summery,

conclusion, bibliography — final product.
REFERENCES
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Dissertations. University of Chicago Press. Chicago.

Semester .1
Course code : ARC-713

Course title : Archaeology of Kerala
Credits 14

AIM: To make the students aware about the geomorphological and archaeological
settings in Kerala and also about the ancient architectural, sculptural and painting
tradition in Kerala.

OBJECTIVES: The course will consists of lectures and related activities that will help
in developing good understanding of the method of research process and
management in the mentioned subject.

Module I
Geomorphology of Kerala

Module 11
Palaeolithic period in Kerala

Megalithic monuments of Kerala- its typology, origin and significance

Module IIT

Main phases of development of temple architecture in Kerala (8" - 18" centuries)



Module IV

Sculptural tradition in Kerala (8th — 18 century)

Painting tradition in Kerala (earliest- 18 century)

Module V

Important inscriptions of Kerala (Tarissapally grant, Huzur office plate of

Karunandadakkan, Paliyam copper plates of VikramadityaVaraguna, Jewish copper

plate)

Brief introduction of Church and Mosque architecture of Kerala
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Semester ||

Course code : ARC-721
Course title : Dissertation
Credits :20

AIM: To identify unexplored areas and find out answers for the questions and
problems proposed by the researcher. And to intricately analyze the reasons behind

that particular problem and present that answers with utmost care. It is also aimed to

promote original research and generation of new knowledge.

OBJECTIVES: To foster independent research ability among students. To provide students
an opportunity to understand the Multidisciplinary approaches in Archaeology. And to

inculcate interest in students for teaching, managing and pursue research.



